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BERKELEY CONFERENCE 



TRUSTEES' SECTION 



The Trustees' Section met Friday even- 
ing, June 4, in California Hall. Mr. W. T. 
Porter, trustee of the Cincinnati public 
library, reported the result of the litiga- 
tion in Ohio on the subject of the Work- 
men's compensation act as applied to li- 
brary employes. Under the act of 1913, 
the state auditor drew a warrant upon 
the county treasurer of Hamilton county, 
Ohio, the depository of the funds of the 
Cincinnati public library, for 1 per cent 
of the salary list of the library. 

The library trustees sought to enjoin the 
collection of the warrant, but the Supreme 
Court of the state held that the law was 
constitutional and the state insurance fund 
was entitled to the contribution. It was 
an arbitrary draft upon the funds, not 
based upon any measure of damages, but 
that made no difference. 

The state, however, has recognized the 
injustice of the law and practically re- 
pealed that section authorizing the 1 per 
cent levy by suspending its operation. The 



state had collected sufficient money in one 
year to pay all possible liabilities for an 
indefinite number of years, and so sus- 
pended the operation of the law.- 

Civil service again was given attention 
by the legislators, but the library service 
has been left as it was in the former law, 
and the library staff is placed in the un- 
classified service and thus is not subject 
to the provisions of the civil service law 
as to examinations. The attorney general 
of the state held that the words "library 
staff" in the old law did not include the 
janitorial force, and that that branch of 
the library service was subject to the civil 
service. 

, Mr. Greene, of Oakland, and Mr. Stetson, 
of New Haven, referred to the civil service 
conditions in their respective libraries. 

The officers of the Section were con- 
tinued: W. T. Porter, Cincinnati, chair- 
man; T. L. Montgomery, of Harrisburg, 
Pa., secretary. 



PUBLIC DOCUMENTS ROUND TABLE 



The Public Documents Round Table was 
held in Room 101, East Hall, University of 
California, under the direction of George S. 
Godard, librarian of the Connecticut State 
library, chairman of the Committee on 
Public Documents. Miss Amy Allen, head 
cataloger of the University of West Vir- 
ginia was appointed secretary of the meet- 
ing. 

The chairman called attention to the 
meeting of the Public Documents Round 
Table held in Washington in 1914, at which 
were officially represented the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, the Government 
Printer, and the Joint Committee of Con- 
gress on Printing. At that meeting the 
work of the Superintendent of Documents 
Office was explained, special papers present- 



ed, and the many questions relating to the 
welfare of libraries asked by those inter- 
ested and answered by those competent to 
do so. At that meeting also, Mr. Carter, 
Clerk of the Joint Committee on Printing, 
read a paper prepared for the occasion, 
which explained the provisions of the new 
printing bills then before the Sixty-third 
Congress (Senate Bill No. 5430 and House 
Bill No. 15902, which were identical in 
text) so far as they related to the printing 
and distribution of documents, the sections 
in which librarians were especially inter- 
ested. 

When it was understood that the Joint 
Committee had incorporated in these bills 
nearly every suggestion which had been 
made by the American Library Assocla- 
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tion relating to the subjects in which li- 
braries were especially interested, it was 
the sense of that meeting that our Associ- 
ation should endorse the bills and with 
one or two amendments, noted by Mr. 
Carter, Clerk of the Committee, urge the 
enactment of these bills into law. 

The chairman stated that it was with 
regret that he had to report that neither 
bill passed the Sixty-third Congress and 
therefore it will be necessary to have a 
new bill introduced in the next Congress, 
which shall embody so far as possible the 
desirable provisions of the bills explained 
by Mr. Carter, and converted by Senate 
Reports Nos. 438 and 904, and House Re- 
port No. 564. 

In order to better bring the subject be- 
fore the meeting in as concise and concrete 
form as possible two communications were 
read. The first one, which was from a per- 
son in close touch with the document ques- 
tion and gave a brief statement concerning 
it, was read by Miss Carrie L. Dailey, as- 
sistant librarian of the Georgia State Li- 
brary. The second letter was from Miss 
Edith E. Clarke, for many years connected 
with the office of the Superintendent of 
Documents, and therefore an authority on 
this subject. This communication, which 
was read by Miss Alice N. Hayes, reference 
librarian of the Leland Stanford, Jr. Uni- 
versity library, was a strong plea, urging 
the removal of annual reports of all execu- 
tive departments and independent estab- 
lishments from the congressional set. 

While it was the opinion of many of 
those present that such a removal would be 
a convenience in most libraries, as it would 
then enable the reports of each department 
to be shelved together chronologically and 
in uniform bindings, and thus make these 
several series more easily accessible by 
being arranged with other books on same 



subject, and more attractive in appearance, 
still it was felt that it was hardly right to 
ask or expect the Senators and Representa- 
tives to exclude from their official series, 
reports and other publications which by 
law must be referred to Congress and on 
which they are called to act. It was felt 
that if there must be but "one edition," one 
binding and one lettering that should be 
the official Congressional Series. On the 
other hand, it was, hoped that there might 
be provided for such libraries as shelved 
their documents by subject, bound volumes 
of reports which would be uniform with 
the congressional set except the lettering 
upon the back of the volume, which desig- 
nated its place in the congressional series, 
as this is confusing where volumes are 
shelved apart from such series. 

The following committee was appqinted 
to draft resolutions to be submitted to the 
Council 1 and officially forwarded to the 
proper authorities at Washington: George 
S. Godard, librarian Connecticut State li- 
brary; E. J. Lien, librarian Minnesota State 
library; A. J. Small, librarian Iowa State 
law library; Miss Amy Allen, Cataloger 
University of West Virginia library and 
R. R. Bowker, editor "Library journal." 

The suggestion that there should be 
some official connected with the office of 
Superintendent of Documents whose duty 
it should be to visit depository libraries 
and other libraries requesting such assist- 
ance, to inspect such libraries, make help- 
ful suggestions and assist in securing de- 
sirable material still available, was dis- 
cussed at length. The prevailing opinion 
was that while such an official might be 
of real service to many libraries, he might 
also prove to be an unnecessary and unwel- 
come visitor to others. 



J For Resolutions, see Minutes of Council, p. 248. 



